
         Page 54 
Electric Hand Saws 

 
The electric hand saw is one of the most common power tools found in residential construction.  
It is also one of the most abused being tossed around, kicked out of the way, but depended on to 
get the job done.  Today we are going to discuss basic safety rules, guard rules, and saw blade 
rules. 
 
Guide for Discussion 
 
General Safety Rules 
 

Use only grounded or double-insulated tools. 
Use only extension cords that are in good condition. 
Make sure there is an assured grounding program or ground fault interrupter (GFI) being 
used.  (See Electrical section for more information.) 
Make sure all work areas are as dry as possible. 
Never do maintenance work on the saw while it is plugged in. 
Never ever use your leg as a sawhorse. 
Always remain alert. 

 
Guard Rules 
 
 Make sure all guards are operable before use. 
 Do not use the saw if it has a defective guard. 
 Never block any of the guards open. 
 

Always check before setting the saw down to be sure that the blade guard does not jam 
open.  

 
Saw Blade Rules 
 
 Always keep the blade sharp. 
 Use the right blade for the materials being cut. 
 Never change blades while the saw is plugged in. 
 
Additional Discussion Notes: 
 
The WISHA penalty for a missing or misused guard is anywhere from $150 up to $1,700 
depending upon the severity of the violation. 
 
Remember:    An electric handsaw can, in just a blink of the eye, severely injure you or a co-
worker.  Be alert when using an electric hand saw and follow the common sense rules we just 
discussed. 
 
Attendee’s: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Always promote a discussion on any of the topics covered in the Tool Box Talks.  Should 
any question arise that you cannot answer, don’t hesitate to contact your Employer. 

 
 
 




